
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR 

March 21, 2022 

RE: Special Assessment District 

Attached is a second legal notice regarding the creation of a special assessment district that 

covers properties in Cannon Township that have been identified by Aquatic Consultants (a firm 

retained by the Township) as containing trees heavily infested with gypsy moths.  If left unabated, 

gypsy moths can threaten the survival of infested trees and spread rapidly to many more.   

To give greater context to this project and answer several frequently asked questions, 

please see below.   

Are gypsy moths a serious problem in the Township? 

Yes.  Hundreds of residents contacted the Township in 2021 with concerns about 

significant defoliation.  Aquatic Consultants, after a thorough study, determined that 4,100 acres 

(~18% of the township) are heavily infested.     

Why is the Township involved? 

Theoretically, a property owner could hire a company to spray their individual parcel.  

However, sprayers typically require a minimum of 100 acres before they will accept a job.  

Therefore, the Township has agreed to act as the “general contractor”.  This enables property 

owners who have less than 100 acres to participate, and it also drops the overall cost of the project. 

How much will this cost me? 

If approved, the total cost of treatment is roughly $98 per acre.  Property owners in the 

proposed Special Assessment District would be assessed approximately $49/acre (the Township 

will cover the remaining $49/acre).  Therefore, the owner of a half-acre parcel would be charged 

$24.50 and a five-acre parcel would be charged $245.  A listing of all properties and their estimated 

assessment can be found on the website: www.cannontwp.org 

Why doesn’t the Township pay for the entire cost of spraying? 

This question was considered by the Board.  It was decided that the direct beneficiaries of 

the spray should cover a portion of the cost.  It was also acknowledged that, if the spraying is 

successful and gypsy moths stop spreading, the whole township will benefit.  Therefore, the 

Township has decided to use a portion of the American Rescue Plan Act fund to cover roughly 

50%  of the cost.  Different communities handle funding differently, but we believe this is the most 

equitable approach under our current circumstances.    

When will the spray be applied and is it safe?   

Spraying will most likely occur between May 15-31.  Updates will be posted on the first 

page of the Township website.  The product that is sprayed is called Btk.  Btk, short for Bacillus 

thuringiensis var. kurstaki, is a bacterium found naturally on leaves and in the soil. These bacteria 

http://www.cannontwp.org/


are tiny little factories that produce protein crystals that kill specific groups of insects (Purdue 

University, 2016).  Additional information can be found on the website.   

Will we need to spray in subsequent years? 

It is entirely possible that one treatment will not completely eradicate the problem. We 

have planned for two more years of treatment if necessary. After the first spraying, our experts 

will determine if additional treatments are necessary.   

Cannon Township is a wonderful place to live and features outstanding amenities, not the 

least of which are our parks, trails, lakes, and trees.  Gypsy moths pose a significant threat to our 

trees.  Hopefully those in the proposed Special Assessment District will recognize the value of 

spraying and take responsibility for a portion of the cost.  Likewise, we hope that those who are 

not direct beneficiaries of the spraying will understand why the Board has proposed using other 

funds to supplement the total expense.   

Please feel free to contact me or Trustee Joe Gavan (JGavan@cannontwp.org) if you have 

additional questions. 

Thank you, 

 

 

Steve Grimm 

Supervisor 
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